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The Heavens and the Signs Thereof.

‘“Be not dismayed at the Signs of the Heavens.'— ¢
JEREMIAN. :

THat language must be symbelical which, |
being taken from material objects, expresses ;
things incompatible with the acknowledged |
properties of those bodies; as, for example, !
where it is said that stars fall to the earth ;:
for since the stars are larger than the earth,
they cannot literally fall to it. Inthe Apoca
lypse, chap. i. 1, it is said that God signified -
the revelation of Jesus Christ; the word |
dnpavey, esémanen, meaning to express by
signs or symbols. )

“ Symbolic language,” says Bp. Hard,:
“is constructed upon such principles as
wake it the subject of just criticism and ra-
tional interpretation. T'he prophetic style :
was constructed on the symbolic principles
of the hieroglyphics, which were not vague
uncertain things, but fixed and constant
analogies, determinate in their own nature,
or from the steady use that was made of
them ; and a language formed on such prin-
ciples may be reasonably interpreted upon
them.

In Luke xxi. 25, there is a key by which ;
any symbols in Scripture muy be safely and °
clearly explained; and that is by inierprei- -
ing the figure by the plain decliratiim, and
not by straining the plain declaration to!
mike it agree with the figure. We have
}ur an example of this rule, signs spoken of
in this verse as to take place in the sun,
moon, and siars : this may mean either liter-
wlly those material luminaries themselves,
ur some other things of which they are only ¢
symmbolsy bat when we read further, we
tind that there is also distress of nations
upon the earth, with perplexity, we can
have no doubt that the latter is literal, and :
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the former figurative. We know from the
words of Balaam, Daniel, and of the Lord
Jesus himself, that the stars are symbols

- representative of great and distinguished

personages, ecclesiastical and civil, and the
sun and moon, therefore, being homogeneous
symbols with the stars, must represent con-
stitutional elements of their system, ecclesi-
astical and secular. It is amongst these,
then, that we must look for the signs which
are here foretold, and not in the physical
heavens, which is expressly forbidden in the
Word. In the same manner we learn that
the sea, and the waves roaring, represent
tumultuous assemblages of the people.
From Gen. xxxviii. 9, 10, we learn that
the sun, moon, and eleven stars, which made

* obzisance to Joseph, were immediately inter-

preted by Jacob to be symbolical of himself,
Rachel, and his other eleven sons.

Hence, Mede is fully justified in saying
that « Fleavens mean Regnum Politicum, a
political kingdom; Sun, secular govern-
nent; moon, ecclesiastical government;
and Stars, ministers of religion;” but not
these exclusively, as Jacob’s interpreta-
tion of them in Joseph’s dream clearly
shows,  «The Ihaven of this political
world,” says he, ‘“is the sovereign part
thereof, whose host and stars are the
powers ruling that world. In the highest
place, gods or idols; next, kings, princes,
magistrates, &c., and other such lights
shining in that firmament, The Earth is
the peasantry or vulgus kominum, together
with the terrestrial creatures serving the
use of man.” The following writers also
all agree that * Heavens” is the symbol for
the higher places of the political universe
discoursed of : Dr. H. More, Daubuz, Lan-
caster, Sykes, Dr. Wall, Vitringa, Lowth,
Owen, and Warburton. And Sir I-aac
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Newton says, “in sacred prophecy, which 4 then shall his yoke depart from off Israel,
regards not single persons, the sun is put | and his burden depart from off' their shoul-
for the whole species and race of kings.” | ders.” This has never happened yet to the
Hence, to “ascend into heaven” must be } Assyro-Babylonian power, and must there-
% to obtain new power and glory ;”” and Dau- ¢ fore be in the future. This saying of Lu-
buz says, “to ascend into heaven” is to ; cifer in his heart is no other than «the
obtain rule and dominion. T'hat  the sea : evil thought” which is to come into thé
and the waves roaring,” mean tumultuous " mind of Gog, impelling him to the invasion
assemblies of the people, and the sea by % of the Holy Land, and the siege of Jerusa-
itself, the mass of the people, is manifest ; lem, which will be taken. He is now be-
from many passages. In Isaiah xvii. 12, yond the limits of the Roman earth, and
13, it is written, “ Woe to the multitude of } consequently not in ils heavens, which are
many people, which make a noise like the g the heavens of Daniel’s Fourth Beast. But
noise of the seas; and to the rushing of } he says, “I will ascend into them, and
nations, that make a rashing like the rush- ; above the height of the clouds,’”” or powers
ing of mighly waters; the nations shall S of those heavens ; that is, he will become
rush like the rushing of many waters.” ; the Imperial Chief of the Four-Beast do-
Again, in ch. viii. 7, “ Behold the Lord ; minion, and exalt himself above Israel, with
bringeth upon them waters of the river, even ; Zion for his throne.
the King of Assyria,and all his glory,”’ In Tea. xxiv. 23, it is written, “ Then the
meaning his army. “As the sun and the } moon shall be confounded, and the sun
moon, the stars and the sea, are symbolical | ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall
expressions, to annex a dissimilar interpreta- { reign on Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem.”
tion to the word earth, would be to incur the ! If these words be construed literally, the
charge of inconsistency.” ‘The earth is { expression is unintelligible; but if inter-
generally put for that over which the hea- é preted as the political heavens, the civil and
vens do rule ; but if there be any distinction | ecclesiastical rulers of their former polity,
between it and the sea, as there undoubtedly ; —* the army of the high ones on high, and
is, it is that the earth represents the people ¢ kings of the earth upon the earth,”—ihe
in a quiet, and the sea the same in a dis- ! saying is full of propriety and force.
turbed state. Thus, carthquake must mean, E In Isa. xxxiv. 4, it is declared, that “All
as Sir Isaac Newton observes, ¢ the shak- the army of the heavens shall be dissolved,
ing of kingdoms so as to overthrow them ;" ; and the heavens shall be rolled up like a
and Jurieu says, “it is known by all who ; scroll; and all their armies shall full down,
are versed in the prophets, that in the pro- : as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as
phetic style an earthquake signifies a great § a falling fig from a fig-tree.” Here also, if
commotion of nations.” ! taken literalty, it is not easy to affix a defi-
All commentators have been obliged to { nite idea to the word heavens as contradis-
consider “the heavens” and- their sun, moon, § tinguished from (he hosis of the hewvens:
and stars, as symbolical from the necessity ; but waiving this, it is not possible that the
of the case. Mede quotes the Hebrew E celestial luminaries should fall down to this
commentators to show that they understood © earth, which is not half their size ; and yet
the expressions in that way; and Daubuz g to fall down can mean nothing else:
in his Dictionary, gives several instances of ; whereas, if taken for rulers and the sys-
heathen writers using the same figures.) tems in which they rule, the figure is clear
Thus, the king of Babylon under the name ; and beautiful.
of Lucifer, as the type of its last ruler in; But Isa. lx., is quite conclusive on the
the latter days, is represented in Isaiah xiv. ¢ point: here Zion, the metropolis of the
13, 14, as’ threatening to place himself { Jewish kingdom at its restoration, is said to
above all earthly rule, with Zion for the : be the light to which the Gentiles shall come :
throne of his dominion, saying in his heart, { and in hisaddress to her the prophet saith,
I will ascend into the heavens, | will exalt { * The sun shall no more be thy light by day,
my throne above the stars of God, I will sit | neither forbrightness shall the moon give light
also upon the Mount of the Congregation ; unto thee; but the Lord shall be unto thee
on the sides of the north. T will ascend { an cverlasting light, and thy Gods for thy
above the height of the clouds.” This as-{ glovy: thy sun shall no more go down,
cending of the Assyrian “into the heavens” é neither shall thy moon withdraw itself, for
implies some particular heavens in which he ; the Lord shall be thine everlasting light,
is not previously to his ascent ; and' that it g and the days of thy mourping shall be
is the Assyrian of the Latter Days is clear ] ended.” 'These ure expressions which it is
from the testimony that Jehovah says, I’ impossible to construe of any thing but of
will break the Assyrian in my lond, and } that state of the Jewish kingdom when the
upon my mountdins tread him under foot: > Lord Jesus shall be both King and Priest
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upon its throne; particularly the pronoun

-~
i

1. The overthrow of the kingdom of

thy, limiting the sun spoken of to be that { David by Nebuchadnezzar;

which exclusively pertained to the land of
Judea. Zion’s sun and moon shall no more
suffer eclipse when Jesus reigns upon his

2. A remoter eclipse of the luminaries of
Judah’s heavens;
3. A gathering of the nations against

father David’s throne in her midst: but ; Jerusalem to battle, on the approach of the

now, “if one look into her land, behold
darkness and sorrow, and the light is dark-
ened in the heavens thereof.” These are her
days of mourning, in which her glory is
eclipsed by the intervention of the orb of the
nations between her and her glorious Day-
STAR, or Sun of Righteousness, who shall
soon arise upon her with healing in his
wings. The filling of a kingdom, then,
with darkness, is the consequence of its
political luminaries being eclipsed ; and so
long as this darkness continues, they are
days of mourning for that kingdom : but let
the darkness pass away, from whatever
cause, and its sun, moon, and stars shine
forth in all their glory, and its people pass
into that national condition indicated in the
words applied to Zion, “the days of thy
mourning shall be ended.”

Another striking illustration of the Scrip-
ture use of the heavens and their lumina-
ries as prophetic symbols, occurs in Ezek.

Day of the Lord;

4. The extinction of the Gentile heavens
forever, and the breaking up of their world
in the Day of the Lord;

5. The pouring out of the Spirit upon
Israel ; and,

6. The consecration of Jerusalem, and
the redemption of the IToly Land and people
from Gentile oppression for ever.

1. The overthrow of the kingdom and

$ throne of David by Nebuchadnezzar is the
¢ burden of the first and second chapters to

the eleventh verse inclusive. Ilis hosts,
which are also styled the Lord’s army, bring
a day of Jehovah upon Judah, which is
styled “a destruction from the Almighty,
whose operations are thus described : “ They
shall run to and fro in the city; they shall

¢ run upon the wall, they shall climb up wpon

the houses; they shall enter in at the win-
dows like a thief. The earth shall quake
before them; the heavens shall tremble:

xxxii. 7,in a prophecy of the overthrow of ¢ the sun and the moon shall be dark,and the

Egypt’s kingdom under the last of the Pha-
roahs. “In extinguishing thee, saith the

stars shall withdraw their shining : and the
Lord shall utter his voice before his army :

Lord Jehovah, I will cover the heavens, and § for his camp is very great: for he is strong

I will eclipse their stars: with a cloud I
will cover the sun, and the moon shall not
give her light. All the luminaries of the
brightness in the heavens shall be eclipsed
over thee, and I will set darkness over thy
land.”  This passage is the only one in the
entire prophecy that has not been literally

fulfilled ; and there exists no apparent rea-;
! dom, from which it never recovered, Joel

son for separating this verse from the whole

that executeth the word: for the Day of the
Lord is great and very terrible,and who can
abide it ?” This was literally accomplished
when the Jewish polity was suppressed, and
the kings, princes, priests, and nobles, were
carried captive  to Babylon for seventy
years.

2. After this overthrow of David’s king-

context, and for not interpreting it as of } predicted another break up of Judah’s Com-
Egypt’s political heavens, and therefore as { monwealth “ Defore the great and terrible
having been fulfilled equally with the re- ¢ day of the Lord should come.” We learn
mainder when Pharoah’s kingdom was ab- { this from the way Peter, on the day of Pen-
sorbed into the Assyro-Babylonish empire. : tecost, handled Joel’s prophecy of the out-

Joel's prophecy is another illustration of ; pouring of the Spirit upon Israel. He
the propheto-symbolic style. He takes his { shows that Jehovah contemplated an early

stand-point upon Jehovah’s land eight hun-
dred years before the birth of Jesus, and
notes down certain striking political phe-

nomena which he observes in the field of

vision, whose horizon is bounded by “ {he
Great and Terrible Day of Jehovah.” The
things he observes pertain to Israel's for-

and a latter rain of the Spirit in the words
of Joel ii. 28, 29,—a rain in the last days;
and a rain in the laiter days, already eighteen
hundred years apart. Peter did not say
that the Pentecostian outpouring was
complete fulfillment of Joel’s prediction, but
that it was spoken of by him in the words

tunes from the invasion of Judea by “‘a: he quoted. This was the Spirit’s own inter-
Y q p

strong nation,” which he, Daniel, and Jere-

pretation of what he meant by Joel; and

miah, liken to “a great lion,”— Nebuchad- { the partial application of it to the last days
nezzar—to that last and approaching over-  of the Mosaic Economy gave to that gener-

flow of the Lord’s land by “the northern
army” of the Assyro-Babylonian Gog of the
Latter Days. The points of his prophecy
are,

ation “ the earnest” of an approaching day

; of the Lord upon it.

After seventy years’ captivity, Judah's

? Commonwealth, but not David's throne, was
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reéstablished, under Gentile supremacy. | after Haggai prophesied; the full measure
This was its condition in Peter's day. Its; when “the desires of all the nations shall
sun, moon, and stars illuinined its heavens, ! come,” and the Lord shall “overthrow the
in which unrighteousness dwelt incorporate | throne of kingdoms (an imperial throne),
in its powers. Peter took up the prophecy ; and shall destroy the strength of the king-
of Joel as the burden of his proclamation of { doms of the nations;” and the anti-typical
“judgment to come” upon the State; and Zerubbabel shall be “as a signet,” or en-
upon the “ cursed children, who had forsa-{ sign, in Jerusalem. Hag. ii. 22. Paul
ken the right way,” and become again en- ¢ quotes from this prediction, and points out
tangled in the pollutions of the world from { its germinant fulfilment, by applying it to
which they had escaped in obeying the: one particular system of things to which
truth which he ministered to the circum- ¢ the Hebrew Christians, to whom he was
cision. He urged upon them a then ap- ¢ writing, were politically related. Having
proaching epoch of “ wonders and signs,” } reminded them that the Mosaic Economy
which should bring destruction upon them ? under which they lived, had «waxed old
and their country “before that great and  and was ready to vanish away,” he speaks
terrible day of the Lord,” in which Joel ; of its removal after this wise: “ He whose
foretold the redemption of Israel, and the | voice shook Sinai hath promised now, say-
punishment of their oppressors. Never-}ing, Yet once more I shake not the earth
theless, he promised deliverance to all Jews ; only, but also the heaven.”” And this word,
who should call upon the name of the Lord; ; Yet once more, signifieth the removing of
for at that time he knew nothing of the sal- ¢ those things that may be shaken, as of
vation of Gentiles in the great and terrible  things that have been fulfilled, that the
day. é things which cannot be shaken may remain.

The “ wonders” and ¢ signs” of this Mo- ; Wherefore we taking a kingdom (not
saic Epoch are some of them indicated by § having received) which cannot be shaken,
the Great Prophet in this message he deliv- % let us, &c.” The heaven and the earth
ered to the people. “There shall be great ; then shaken was one of “ the heavens” spo-
carthquakes in places, and famines, and ken of by Haggai. Jehovah began with
pestilences, (as) portents; and great signs ! Judah’s heaven and earth, and will end with
also of heaven shall there be.” These por- ¢ those of all other nations. This is his
tents were to occur before the encompassing ¢ order of judgment, as it is written by Paul,
of Jerusalem with armies, (which was the ¢ * Tribulation and anguish upon every soul
immediate sign of its approaching .desola- | of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and
tion,) and the manifestation of the *great {also of the Gentile.” The tribulation and
signs of heaven.” Immediately after the ¢ anguish of the Jew is rapidly closing, while
desolation of the city these signs would be { that of the Gentile has notably begun.
visible ; for then Jesus said, “The sung In the Day of the Lord upon David’s
should be darkened, and the moon should ¢ throne, Nebuchadnezzar was His sword ; in
not give her light, and the stars should fall § the Day of the Lord upon the murderers
from the heavens.” These were the signs { of His Son, the Romans were His sword;
that indicated to the believers of that genera- ¢ but in the Day of the Lord upon the Gen-
tion that Messiah the Prince, as Son of ¢ tiles, Judah and Israel in the hand of the
Man, though invisible, had come (see Mat. { Son of David, will be His battle-axe and
x. 23) with his armies, and taken vengeance { weapons of war to « destroy the strength of
upon Lis murdervers, and burned up their § their kingdoms.” The Day of the Lord

¢
f

city—Mat. xxii. 7. Thus, in “the tribula- { upon His Son’s murderers was “ the Day of
tion of those days,” which were ©days of { God’ earnestly desired by the apostles and
vengeance,” when thiere was “ great dis- | their brethren, who were suffering perseca-
tress in the land, and wrath upou this peo- { tion at the hands of the Jewish power—a
ple,” us their prophets had foretold, the ; day 6y yy, (di ain,) through which their in-
words of Joel were germinantly fulfilled,: flamed heavens would be dissolved, and
and Zion’s days of widowhood and mourn- 5 “pass away with a great noise.” Peter
ing estahlished. ; suys Paul spake of these things in all his
Haggai speaks of those days as well us | cpistles; that is, of the dissolution with
of the days to come. “'I'hus saith the | judgment of “the heavens and earth which
Lord: Yet once, it is a little while and Igurc now ;” namely, those existing when
will shake the hLeavens aud the earth, and ! Peter wrote, which, while I am writing, arc
the sea and the dry land;” which signifies, ; no where to be found extant.
us is explained in the next sentence, “And ; 3. “[ will shake the heavens and the
Twill shakz all the nations.” The earnest of | earth—1 will shake all the nations; and
this is found in the overthrow of Judah by ; the desires of all the nations shall come,
the Romaus, five hundred and eighty years ‘ saith Jehovah ;” and “the powers of the
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heavens shall be shaken,” repeated the Lord ;  The nations have already entered the pre-
Jesus. This was to accompany the intro- gadventual time of trouble, in which the
duction of the desires of all the nations. { “ wonders” and “signs” in the sun, moon,
The shaking was to precede, and be con- { and stars of the Gentile heavens, and “the
temporary with the coming Abrahamic | blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke,” upon
blessing, but did not attend Christ’s birth, ¢ the habitable, are being displayed to the eye
for he was born in a period of profound ¢ of enlightened faith, for whose benefit they
peace. The shaking at the destruction ¢ are alone revealed. The work is begun
of Jerusalem, nor any national convulsions | which Joel did foresee, as well as the apos-
since did at all result in his manifesta- { tle John. ¢ The nations are angry,” but
tion, or the coming of any object of Gentile { not yet so enraged as they will be before
desire. Hence, then, the prophecies of {“the wrath of the Lord God Almighty
Haggai, Joel, and Jesus, look to the future } comes.” “ Secret diplomacy,” against which
for their full terminal accomplishment, and { there is so much indignation in Europe, is
as Israel has no longer any heavens and { effectually at work upon ¢“the kings of the
earth to be shaken, the shaking predicted | earth and of the whole habitable ;” and will
must relate to other heavens, which can ; not intermit its labors until it have involved
therefore only be the heaven of the Gentiles. | them all in war, the crowning event of
The conclusion, then, to which we are led { which will be the rushing of the roaring sea
is this: that in the Gentile world in its { and waves—= the upwakened nations”—into
lieavens and earth, will be displayed won- é the Valley of Jehoshaphat, where they will
ders and signs, attended with “blood and { be encountered and rolled back with terrible
fire, and pillars of smoke,” or bloody and de- ¢ disaster by the mighty ones of God.
structive war ; and that their sun shall be 4. The sun and the moon having been
turned into darkness, and their moon into ; darkened, and the stars withdrawn their
blood, as Judah’s has been; that is, that its § shining, Joel tells us that * Jehovah alsu
existing supreme secular sovereignty shall ¢ (the Lion of Judah) shall roar out of Zion,
be set aside by the overshadowing of a new { and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and
power, whose vengeance will be disastrous { the heavens and the earth shall shake;” that
to the ecclesiastical orders; and that all § is, the Gentile heavens and earth; for the
this shall come to pass “ before the great % declaration is offset with the comnforting as-
!
§
|
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and the terrible day of the Lord come.” surance that, in the midst of this shaking,
Synchronous with these ¢ wonders” and | “the Lord will be the shelter of his people,
“signs” is the period alluded to by the Lord ; and the strength of the children of Israel.”
Jesus in these words, saying, “And there ; He will not shake them, but “ the powers of
shall be signs in sun, and moon, and } the heavens” that oppress them. ¢80, says
stars ; and upon the earth distress of na- ¢ Joel, that is, by the Lord uttering his voice
tions in perplexity; the sea and the) from Jerusalem in the midst of this shaking
waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them { of the nations, “ shall ye know that T am
for fear and anticipation of the things com- | the Lord your God dwelling in Zivn, my
ing upon the habitable ; for the powers of | holy mountain: THEN shall Jerusalem be
the heavens shall be shaken. And after- } holy, and there shall no foreigners (or Gen-
wards shall they (who pierced him—the | tile powers) pass through her any more.”
Jews, then hereafter in Palestine) see the { 5. The “ throne of kingdoms” being over-
Son of Man coming in cloud, with power { thrown, and the *strength of the kingdoms
and great glory.” ¢ of the nations” destroyed, by this shaking of
This period is a time of great trouble, but { the Gentile heavens and earth, Israel shall
not the greatest that will be. The coming | eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the
of the Son of Man is the end of one period, 5 name of the Lord their God that hath dealt
and the beginning of another. IHis appear- | thus wondrously in their deliverance. “And
ing is the standing up of “Michael, the . it shall come to pass afterward,” saith the
great Commander,” who stands for Judah. ; Lord by Joel, « that £ will pour out my spirit
Before this standing up there is a period of { upon ail flesh.” Ezekiel also testifies to
great trouble; but after the appearing is ! the same thing as to occur after their deliv-
“the great and terrible day of the Lord,” ' erance. He declares that **the Lord will
when “there shall be a time of trouble, ' take them from among the nations, and
such as never wus since there was a nation * gather them out of all countries, and
to that same time;” it will also be “the . will bring them unto their own land.”
lime of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be ! And * then” give them a new heari, and
saved out of it;” for “at that time Daniel’s © put a new spirit in them, and will take
people shall be delivered * * * and many ; away the stony heart out of their fleskh,
of them who sleep in the dust of the earth ; and give them 2 heart of flesh: and con-
shall awake.” ‘tinues, “1 will put my spirit within you,

PN
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and cause you to walk in my statutes, und
ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.”
Aud in his prophecy of Gog’s overthrow, he
informs us that when this is accomplished,
the promise of bringing again the captivity
of Jacob, and the having mercy upon the
whole house of Israel, will be carried into
effect; and he concludes the passage by
saying, “ Neither will I hide my face from
them any more: for I have poured out my
spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the
Lord God.” The ditference between this
outpouring of the Spirit and that of Pen-
tecost is, that the latter was only upon
a few of Judal's Commonwealth who be-
lieved: whereas the former will be an out-
pouring upon the whole twelve tribes of Is-
rael engrafted into their own olive tree
again.

6. The thrones of the Gentiles being cast
down by the shaking of their heavens and

Lerald of the Kingdom and Age to Come.
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them ; for the customs of the peoples are
v vain’  The darkened state of the New
: England atmosphere in 1780, the falling of
meteoric stones which is limited to neither
¢ time nor place, the star-like pyretechnics of
¢ Nov. 1833; Aurora Borealis, the redness of
¢ the sun in a fog, and other phenomena of a
: like character, are all referable to specific
; electrical conditions of the earth and air.
. And besides, God's signs are not in the
. heavens of the New World, physical or po-
> litical.  His signs are in the Heavens of
; the Habitable—the political heavens of Dan-
;iel's Fourth Beast, whose dominion does
not shine over the American Continent.
. Signs in these republican heavens would
i not indicate the fall of kingdoms beyond
: the Atlantic, and the Lord’s appearing in
: Jerusalem ; they would only indicate some-
3 thing to happen in relation to the political
. constitution of these States. The signs of

carth, their high ones on high punished, ¢ God are in the heavens to be affected by the
Israel delivered, the whole nation engrafted  events they signify or represent; and there
and anointed, and the crucitied King of the ! is no sign ever in these which he has not pre-
Jews in Zion upon his throne—the Gospel } viously declared to be such, and the signt-
preached to Abraham will have become an ! fication of which he hath not also revealed.
accomplished fact. The City of the Great . As we have seen, the subjects discoursed
King, “ the Jerusalem that is exalted, and { of show that the luminaries to be dark-
the mother of us all,”” will be holiness ; and, | ened are the sun, moon, and stars of a
saith Joel, « Judah shall dwell for ever, and ' particular system of nations, connected
Jerusalem from generation to generation. | with Jehovah’s people Israel, and that,

For I will cleanse their blood that 1 have
not cleansed ; even I, the I suaLL BE dwell-
ing in Zion.”

In conclusion, this article will have illus-
trated the scriptural import of the symbolic
style of speech to some extent, ignorance of
which has led to most of the absurdities of
Millerism, Turnerism, Fifty-Fourism, &c.,

and of not a few of the “orthodox” interpre-

tations of the sure prophetic word besides.
The well-intentioned people who hold on to
these fatal errors ought to know that the
Bible is not a revelation of geological and
ufeteorological phenomena ; and that God’s
signs are not in the atmosphere, or in astro-
nomical appearances. To take cognizance
of these as indications of the fate of na-
tions and other kingdoms, and of the appear-
ing of the Lord of Glory, is a relic of that
paganisin which has been transmitted to our
generation by the Romano-Babylonish Mo-
ther of all the abominations of Anti-Christ-
endom. The idolatrous Greeks and Romans
used to prognosiicate human calamities by
the flights of birds, eclipses, comets, atmos-
pherical darkenings, and so forth, to the dis-
may of all that believed in them. But these
are not God’s signs. He says concerning
them, “ Learn not the way of the nations,
and be not dismayed AT THE SIGNS OF THE
HEAVENS ; for the nations are dismgyed ot

‘too, for a long series of ages; not for
.a few fleeting hours in Yankeedom, to
. the temporary inconvenience of its indus-
o trious artizans! Alas! how the people
‘are deceived by the ignorance that is
2in them concerning the purpose of God.
' Not knowing his revealed purpose, they un-
. derstand not the signs he has communicated
“to his servants,” indicative of its approach-
“ing fulfilment. This comes of not know-
. ing the gospel of the kingdom * which he
> has promised afore by his prophets in their
; Holy Writings;” and so long as they put
< this from them and refuse to be instructed
- as babes, they will continue to perpetuate
- the most eccentric foolishness, which will
" ever and anon expose them to the pity due
» to those who are bewitcherd, and grope for
the wall in darkness visible, crying out, « 1
. see, L see!”
The truth is, that the signs of the New
Testament can only be understood by refer-
:ence to the prophets, and an historical ac-
- quaintance with the past. The meaning of
. the term “ the Times of the Gentiles™ must
be songht for in Daniel, to which it refers.
 lgnorance of these disqualifies a person
for discerning the signs of their approach-
«ing conclugion. In like manner, the mean-
"ing of the signs in the sun,and moon,and
; stars, mentioned by the Lord Jesus, his
7
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apostles, and in the Apocalypse, must be

sought for in the writings of Moses and

the prophets. Epiror.
Dec. 28, 1854.

{nterpetations Verified by Events.

Tuk following letter was published in a
New York City paper in 1848, about three
months after the dethronement of Lonis
Philippe by the revolution in Paris. Ex-
tracts were published from it in several Eng-
lish journals as “ the doctrines of the proph-
et who had just arrived in England to
enlighten modern Europe.” At the time of
its appearance, this same “ Modern Eu-
rope,” together with America, ¢ Young and
Old,” were expecting and prophesying the
republicanization of the entire world! But
time, whose revelations explode many de-
ceits, has proved that the worldly wise of
Europe and America were all wrong, as they
are ever doomed to be,and that the testimony
of this letter is the truth. I have hitherto
withheld it from these pages until events
should prove its statements true or incorrect.
As these have verified them, I now publish
them to show that prophecy can be rightly
interpreted ‘before its fulfilment, and that
the writer interprets it by a correct rule.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Mgr. Eviror :—Have you space in your
columns, crowded as they are with the his-
ioric details of these eventful and ominous
times, for a few sober statements of the
*“gtill small voice” of truth, of that “sure
word of prophecy which is a light shining
in a dark place,” (the world) and “to
which” we shall all “do well to take heed,”
as mankind will very soon, but then ¢ Too
LATE” perceive ? Upon the supposition of
an affirmative response, I proceed briefly to
state :

1. That the primary influences which
have been co-operating from the accession
of Pope Pius IX. to February 24th, 1848, and
from thisdate tothe presentinstant,andwhich
are continuing to work and will work until
Viurope is involved in universal war, are
thus defined in the Sure Word of Prophecy,
namely, * Three Unclean Spirits, like Frogs
out of the mouth of the Dragon, and out of
the mouth of the Beast, and out of the mouth
of the false Prophet. They are the spirits of
demons working miracles—or extraordinary
political events—going forth unto the Kings
of the Earth and of the whole World, to
gather them to TIIE WAR OF TIHE
GREAT DAY OF GOD ALMIGHTY."—
Apoc. xvi. 13, 14.

These Unclean Spirits are distinctive as
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the Frogs of Egypt, and as unclean as the
political Frog Pond of degraded Europe can
make them. The Dragon is the symbol of
that power, which sits as an incubus upon
the territory of the Eastern Roman Empire
from the Danube to Greece, and from the
Straits of Otranto to the Euphrates and
Persian Gulf. This Dragon’s Mouth speaks
from the Imperial Divan of Constantinople.

“The Beast” is the symbol of the Austro-
Jtalian dominion; and the mouth of this
beast speaks from Vienna, which is its
throne.

The “ False Prophet” is representative of
the elective dynasty, whose incumbent is
styled the Pope. The False Prophet’s
mouth speaks to the Nations from the
pseudo-Eternal City, Rome.

Hence, from Rome, Vienna and Constan-
tinople, it was 1,700 years ago decreed that
« warlike influences should go forth to all
the potentates of Europe, to bring ‘them
together to a last and final struggle, where
the power of God shall be visibly displayed,
to the utter destruction of the oppressors of
the world.” Mark then, | testify, by the
light of the Prophetic Word, that no gower,
or diplomatic combination, can maintain the
world's peace : the most terrible war that ever
desolated the nations s at the door, and the
Kings of the whole world will be enguged in
i

2. [ testify, or bear witness in behalf of
the truth, that the events which have. as-
tounded the Nations, and which began to
shake the world on February 23d, 1848
events which have rolled on in an over-
flowing revolution from the banks of the
Seine to the Danube, and which is destined
to sweep over and submerge the Sultan’s
throne; that this mighty convulsion is that
“ Great Farthquake,” which will be i is
Sull manifestation, “such as has not been
since men were upon the earth, so mighty
an earthquake and so great.” Rev. xvi. 18.
1 testify, that the period of thix earthquake
will prove to be *“ A Time of Trouble, such
as never was since there was a Nation to
this same time.” Dan. xii. 1; and ihat in
the commotion, the Israelites will be par-
tially restored to their native land, under
the protection of England, the Lion of the
Merchant-Tarshish power of the age.

3. T testify, that the final vesult of the
Pope’s declaration of war against Austria,
will be the ruin of his bloody despotism ;
and that the part now being enacted by the
Roman populace, will cause a German
coalition against Rome, which will in the
end strip her of her territory, burn her with
fire by bombardment, plunder her of all her
wealth, and leave her desolate and naked ;
for, it is written, “ 'I'he Kings shall hate the
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harlot—¢ city>—and shall make her deso- |
jate and naked, and shall eat her flesh and ;
burn her with fire, for God hath put in their :
; the sovereignty of the Greeks.

4. T testify, that afier the approaching ;
siege and sack of Rome, an event will hap- |
pen which will ruin Romanism throughout :
the world—it will be a death-blow to the :
worshipping of images, the invocation of |

heart to fulfill his will.” Rev. xvii.

saints and angels, the veneration of
dead men’s bones, pilgrimage to the Ioly
Coat of Treves, forgiveness of sins for a
quarter by a set of blasphemous priests,
indulgences to sin, and to the sale of all
priestly merchandise of a like abominable
and disgusting character; this event will
be ¢the casting down with violence the
great city Rome into Hell beneath her.”

t the Jews then evacuate the city as they
did Babylon, when “the great nations of
the North country came up against her” in
olden time. Let the Roman Jews remove,
for it is written in the Scriptures of truth,
“ Come out of her, my people, that ye be
not partakers of her offences, and that ye
receive not of her plagues; for her sins
have reached unto Heaven, and God hath
remembered her iniquities.” Let them join
the confederates against her, and “ Reward
her even as she hath rewarded you, and
couble unto her double according to her
works.” How much she hath glorified her-
self and lived deliciously, so much torment
and sorrow give her; for she saith in her
heart, I sit a Queen, and am no widow,
and shall see no sorrow. Therefore shall
her plagues come in one day”—a year—
“ death, and mourning, and famine; and
sheshall be utterly burned with fire; for
strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.”
Then, “ the fruits that thy soul lusted after
are departed from thee,” O Rome, “ and all
things which are dainty and goodly are de-
parted from thee, and thou shalt find them
no more at all.” “Rejoice over her thou
Heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets ;
for God hath avenged you on her. Anda
mighty angel took up a stone like a great
millstone and cast it into the sea, saying,
Thus with violence shall the great city be
thrown down, and shall be found no more at
all. For by thy sorceries, O Rome, have all
nations been deceived.” Read Rev. xvii.
and xviii. The volcanoes of Etna and
Vesuvius are the chimneys of the subter-
ranean furnace of the Italian peninsula,
which the Lord God has maintained in full
blast for the destruction of the Harlot City,
when the time allotted for her continuance
shall have fully expired.

5. The date of this letter is the anniver-
sary of the capture of Constantinople by
the Turks. That people had possessed it

395 years on this day. This is more than
the duplicate of the period during which
they were to elaborate the overthrow of
Important
events, therefore, from divers considerations
that might be named, ought ere long to
manifest themselves in relation to the Turk-
ish empire. Probably a movement on the
parl of Russia against the Sultan with that
ominous fleet that has lately sailed for
Sevastopol, Russia is destined to overrun
many countries, and especially to embrace
the Turk with the hug of Bruin. Whether
you have faith in this or not, place this doc-
cument on record in your paper, and see if
it do not turn out as I have said:

The Greek empire extinguished by the
Capture of Constantinople May 29, 1453 ;
and to continue extinct until revived under
Russia at no very distant future from the
date of this letter.

6. [ testify, that the commotions in Bu-
rope will result in a three-fold division of its
political elements ; and that while indeed
Republicanism will not find a permanent
establishment in any part of the old world,
yet every form of government now existing
there shall disappear and be “found no
more ;” for it is written, ¢ the great city or
Roman Empire, was divided into three
parts,” by the mighty earthquake; ¢and
the cities, or States, of the nations fell : and
great Babylon—Rome—came in remem-
brance before God, to give unto her the cup
of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.
And every island—duchies, principalities
and other petty states—fled away, and the
mountains—great kingdoms and empires—
were not found.” Rev. xvi. 19, 20; Dan.
vii. 9.

7. As to Ireland, there is no hope for her,
while she worships the image of the beast,
or the Roman false prophet. The time is
passed for a Popish country to prevail
against a Protestant one. The hand of God
is upon-Ireland, and deservedly so. He is
decimating her with pestilence and famine ;
and not content with this, she is, by her
turbulence, invoking torment by fire and
sword. Ireland is devoted to * the worship
of demons and images of gold and silver,
and brass and stone, and of wood ; which
neither can see, nor hear, nor walk ; neither
repent they of their murders, nor of their
sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of
their thefts.” Rev. ix. 20, 21. Thereflore,
this sentence rests upon her: « If any man
worship the Beast and his Image, and re-
ceive his mark in his forehead or in his
hand—the sign of the cross in rhantism and
ordination—the same shall drink of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured
out without mixture into the cup of his in-
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dignation ; and he shall be tormented with
fire and brimstone—in war—&c.; and they
have no rest day nor night, who worship
the Beast and his Image, and whosoever
receiveth the mark of his name.” Rev. xiv.
9,11. This is the sentence upon all Ro-
man Catholic nations in both hemispheres.
Blood-thirsty Ireland has done its full share
in massacreing the champions of civil and
religious liberty who, in their day, bravely
withstood the diabolical tyranny of Rome,
and God is now righteously pouring out
upon her the indignation due to her abomi-
nations,

When I return from Europe, I will com-
municate with you again, if you think prop-
er, on the organization of the world, when
kingdoms, empires and republics shall be
found no more. Till then, I subscribe my-
self, respectfally yours,

i Joun Tromas.
New York, May 29, 1848—A. M. 5938.

REMARKS.

1 From this letter the reader will per-
ceive that in 1848, the writer, in confilence
of the correctness of his interpretation of
the prophetic sign of the Frogs, declared in
positive and ummistakable words, that no
power, nor diplomatic combination, could
maintain the world's peace. In faith of this,
he went to a meeting of the Peace Society
in London, and protested against their fool-
ishness ; and in his lectures in Britain and
Nova Scotia, while « peace, peace !” was
the cry of fanatics, and the policy of their
rulers for the preservationof their craft, he
opposed the world-wide delusion by proving
from Scripture that war and destruction
were at the door. At the peacz meeting,
where 2,000 men were convened,an uproar
not surpassed by that of Diana’s craftsmen,
made war upon him with hisses, hootings
and savage howls—the logic of insensate
multitudes ; but whose prevision of the
fature hath stood the test of time!
There can be but one unanimous response
to this ingniry from friend and foe, and
that is, all the world was wrong, and the
writer in the right.

2. The revolutions of 1848 were the
rumblings of the “ great earthquake,”whose
full manifestation is vet to come. '

3. The final result of the Pope’s declara-
tion of war against Austria in 1848 has
not yet appeared. It then created a sitna-
tion of affairs which led to the ephemeral
republic of Rome; whose anti-papal policy
at length brought the French iuto that city,
whose future efforts to maintain their posi-
tion there, will bring against it a German
coalition of the Ten-Horn kings, in which
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Russia will playa conspicuous part, and
the terms of the prophecy will be fully ac-
complished. The proceedings of the Roman
pophlace did cause a coalition against their
republic, and the city was bombarded.
They were in a state of war with Austria,
Naples, France, and Spain ; and under this
coalition it succumbed. This, however,
was only the earnest of what is yet to come.
There is, as it were, a suspension of arms
with respect to Rome. 'The controversy
about her is not yet settled. The French,
or Frog-power, has bivouaked on the battle
field, unconsciously awaiting the renewal of
the war, which will not fail to eject them,
not from Rome only, but from the ensan-
guined soil of Italy.

4. The siegz of Rome occurred in 1849,
the sack is yet to come. < Afler” the sack
of the city according to Rev. xvii. 16,
which is not the consurnmation of its fate,
a death-blow will descend upon it from
which it will never recover. That blow
will be given to it not by the kings of the
earth, bat by the Lord God himself, accord-
ing to Rev. xviii. 8, 21. In the sack the
kings hate her, but in her millstone sub-
mergence into the abyss, they lament and
bewail her overthrow—uvers: 9.

5. After May 29, 1848, important events
did soon occur in relation to the Turkish
empire, and the prohability of a movement
on the part of Russia against the Sultan
became a fact, and Lis Sevastopol fleet has
more recently destroyed the Turkish ships
at Sinope. But as yet the grand rush
against the Sultan isin the fature, and
when that occurs, the Greek empire under
a Russian dynasty will stand before the
world.

6. 'Though France was a republic when
this letter was penned, and republicanism
the apparent tendency of things all over
Europe, the writer’s words were soon veri-
fied ; and the republicanism of 1848-9 now
finds no existencein any part of the old world.
If it lift up its head again, its efforts will be
as abortive as before; for the Gospel of
God proclaims a kingdom and universal
empire undér Christ, who will sweep from
the earth with the whirlwind of his power
all sovereignties of people or of kings.

7. Since 1848, Ireland’s hopes of inde-
pendence have evaporated in smoke. How-
ever objectionable the British sovereignty
may be to the Pope’s varlets who keep the
people in ignorance, and however rotten
and corrupt it confessedly is, it is divine
compared to what an Irish government
would be acknowledging spiritual vassal-
age to the Court of Rome. Ireland, seven-
eighths popish, and therefore barbarous, is
not fit for “liberty and independence.”
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Past experience has proved that the lives
and property of DProtestant Irish are not
safe under Popish ascendancy ; but Pupists,
if obedient to laws which leave their defiled
consciences free to worship the devil and
whom else they please, are protected by
Protestant rule in both. To give such un-
tamed barbarians scope to do as they please,
would be to proclaim massacre and plunder
the order of the day. When Ireland is
ceded to the Irish, the day of judgment
comes! For Ireland there is no hope but
in the coming of the Lord to destroy super-
stition, and to bless it in Abraham and his

Seed.
Epitor.
March 6, 1855—A. M. 5945.

QAuulectn Cpisiolarin,

Letter from Indiana.

Dgar BrorHeR THoMas,—So far as we
understand you, we endorse your sentiments
as relating to prophecy. Your explanation
of what is commonly termed the “ Eastern
Question,” seems to us plausible and scrip-
tural. I have ever thought Russia to be the
power denominated the “ King of the North,”
and the things prophesied of him, seem to be
gradually moving forward to the consumma-
tion. If we mistake not in the identity of
that power, and the time of his going forth,
the present contest need no longer hang in
doubt. The die is cast, and the sequéla of
the present contest is sealed. The God of
heaven has declared it, and Y'urkey, with all
her allies, cannot reverse it. The fate of
nations are no more dark and mysterious,
than are the promises relating to the Chris-
tian’s salvation. In the fate of the latter day
nations, I know of ne proviso: the winding
up scenes do not hang upon contingencies,
but the end must come, and nations com-
bined cannot prevent it. God’s plan I regard
infinile and irreversible.

Although much of the future history of
the world is foretold in prophecy, yet but few
students of the bible have ventured to risk a
solution of their purport and veracity. We
admire your boldness in the truth, and la-
ment that you have not more coadjutors in
the field with you. Our company is small
and our power feeble, but God is able to con-
found the wisdom of the worldly wise, and
bring to naught the powers that be. May
the Lord hasten it inits time. Your Elpis
Israel and Anatolia we have kept loaned
out, and we think they are making a salu-
tary impression upon the minds of some.

Was it not for perplexing you (as many
do), I would like to ask your views, if you

Herald of the Kingdom and Age to Come.

{ flnd room and time to express them in few
words, relative to the time of consummation
of that portion of Scripture found in the
12th Hebrews, from the 22d verse to the end,
especially 22d, 2 3d and 24th vs.

Isit yet in the future ? or was it fulfilled at
or about the first advent? I find thata great
discrepancy prevails relative to prophetic
fulfilment, and hence a discrepancy in our
faith, relative to things at hand to be accom-
plished.

We would not flatter you that you have
all the truth, yet believing you to have
been a faithful Bible student, and a fearless
advocate for what you apprehend as truth,
we cannot but desire that you may be spared
many years, if the Lord should not come,
that you may break the yokes of prejudice,
and untrammel many minds which are now
groping their way in darkness, consequent
upon the false teachings of the day.

Yours, looking for redemption when the
Lord &hall come,

] R. WiLLarD.
Warsaw, Indiana, Feb. 20, 1855.
QUESTION ANSWERED.

The passage referred to reads thus from
the original : « But ye (Hebrews who are in
Christ) have come to Mount Zion,and to a
city of the living God, Jerusalem the heav-
enly, and to ten thousands of messengers, to
a general assembly and congregation of first-
borns enrolled in heavens, and to a God chief
of all, and to dispositions of justified per-
sons made spotless, to Jesus mediator of a
new covenant, and to blood of sprinkling
speaking better things than that of Abel
See that ye refuse not him that speaketh.
For if they escaped not who refused him
who gave divine admonition, by much rather
shall not we, being turned away from him,
from the heavens. Whose voice afterwards
shook the earth; but he hath promised
very soon, saying, ‘yet once for all I shake
not only the earth, but also the heaven.’
Now this, ‘yet once for all,’ signifies the
abolition of the things being shaken as of
things having been fulfilled, so that the
things not being shaken may continue.
Wherefore we taking an enduring kingdom,
let us have grace through which we may
serve God acceptably, with reverence and
circumspection. For our God is a consum-
ing fire.” Brother Willard asks our views
of this in few words ; we will therefore give
them briefly thus:

Paul tells them that they had come to
Mount Zion, &ec.; but in what sense had
they come ? We answer, that they had come
to all these things of the kingdom which en-
dures by faith. The true believers even now
are “a city of the living God,” a Jerusalem
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